


top drivers race in both the TC and
the TC2000 series, competing one
week in a fire-breathing, rear-wheel-
drive monster and the next in a highly
technical, free-revving front-wheel-
drive demon.

The motorsport capital of Argentina
is Carlos Paz, a small city nestled
among the Cordoba mountain ranges
in the middle of Argentina. It is home
to four of the five TC2000 factory teams
and a motorsport-themed restaurant
named Glorias filled with motorsport
memoarabilia. There is an actual Honda

Civic TC2000 race car out the front and
another one mounted on the wall inside
the restaurant.

The owner, Victor Rosso, is the team
principal for Honda Racing Argentina.
Rosso is more than happy to show us
through his team’s workshop and a tour
of one of the four $US250,000 cars the
team is preparing for Is home race,.

“This is a 2007 Honda Civic Type R," ha
says. "The regulations are like [in] the old
BTCC. All the cars are four-door sedans,
Coupes are not allowed.

“The engine is tuned by Neil Brown for
Honda Racing in Europe. This Is a two«
litre, four-cylinder engine,” he polnts out,
“This'is a Hewland sequential gearbox
from Britain, Brembo brakes from
Italy, Penske American shocks, Italian
disks and the electronics is MoTeC from
Australia. The aerodynamics are designed
by Honda Racing Argentina but the body
shell must be the original body shell,”

The workshop and the cars are
spotless, every surface and component
gleaming regardless of its state of
assembly, and mechanics quietly work
away, servicing the engines and drive-
trains, replacing shocks and re-hirthing
the race car between each round.

3AC RACKING AND SHELVING

tay ahead and update your workshops and stores now!
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Rosno explains:
axpensive, Argant

collapse in 2001 anc[;.he budget per car Is
USS1 miltlon per year.

The sport has implemented some
costsculling measures, for example the
mandatory bash plates on the floors
of the cars lriwoodjnstead of carbon
Tibre, The teams runa Pirelli control tyro
and tosting Is forbidden, but, as Rosso
oxplaing, "I a team s not competitive, we
allow tham to do netest. And then If tha
team hecama l:umfétitwe we stop, but |f
the team conllndtg' 0 be uncompetitive
we allow lnling continue until the
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anextramely professional category.
"Coming from Formula cars, these cars

are vary different, but in many ways the

professionalism is the same,” he says.

TC2000 |s the champagne category
In Argentina, and it shows in the
prasentation and finish of the team
pitbays, cars and staff as you tour pitlane.
TC2000 teams have their own pitlane
garages complete with workshop and
o portable glass-framed VIP lounge at
the back, The drivers are escorted from
thelr motorhomes to their pit garages by
promotional girls, and the team bosses
ling the pit wall behind Formula One-style
technical desks,

Evan with the five manufacturers parity
has been achieved so the racing is always
close and fierce. The unrelenting on track
battles (n TC2000 are vicious enough'to
make even Paul Morris and Russel Ingall
wince as drivers push and force their
way past each other, There is no ban on
blocking like there is in V8 Supercars,
and drivars will use every bit of the track
and half the grass run-off to prevent an
oppanant passing,

This Is some of the bast motor
racing In the world, and one of Its
best-kept secrots,




